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of Ckarlestown, that a state tax on incomes from personal 
property, in so far as the)^ fall on the income from United 
States bonds, is unconstitutional. The case, perhaps, did not 
.seem of such vital importance when decided, and yet, to-day 
it has a special interest, not only because of its important 
bearing on the recent income tax decision, but from the fact 
that in other countries, such as Germany, where a state tax 
on the operations of the Federal government would be void,, 
it has been decided that a general tax, which includes invest- 
ments in the funds of the Federal government, is objectionable. 
We must remember, however, that this collection of cases 
is primarily for the students of the Harvard Law School, and 
that the theory of the case system adopted by that school is 
to have the students read the original cases and think out the 
points involved for themselves, without too great reliance on 
the aid of text books or suggestive editorial notes. To any 
one who is doing any work on Constitutional Law, these cases 
will be invaluable, as they will enable him to carry around 
with him two-thirds of the material which he needs in a small 
and convenient compass. W. D. L. 



The United States Income Tax Law Simplified for Busi- 
ness Men. 3d Ed. Enlarged and Revised. By Fred- 
erick A. Wyman. 1895. 

The Income Tax Law. Arranged with Annotations. By 
Francis B. Bracken, assisted by Eustace Grimes. Phila- 
delphia : Kay & Bro. 1895. 

The fact that the Income Tax Law no longer graces (?) the 
Statute Books of this country, is no reason why the very 
excellent, and had the law been allowed to stand, practical 
little books of Mr. Frederick A. Wyman and of Messrs.. 
Francis B. Bracken and Eustace Grimes should be regarded 
as valueless. Both these books, like the others upon the 
same subject, which have already been noticed in these pages, 
are exceedingly well done, and lawyers would do well to put 
them away on their shelves for a possible future use. Their 
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references are very complete and the variety of arrangement 
makes it difficult to decide which is the best. 



It is interesting to note that Dr. Persifor Frazer's valu- 
able work, "A Manual of the Study of Documents," is already 
recognized and cited as an authority by the courts. In a 
careful opinion in disposing of a rule for a new trial in Vander- 
slice V. Snyder, (Common Pleas of Luzerne County), Rice, J., 
quotes from Dr. Frazer's work at length and adopts the 
author's conclusions as the basis of his decision. This is only 
another illustration of a fact well-known to those who have 
had the pleasure of practicing before him, that Judge Rice is 
always abreast of the times and is constantly adding to his 
unusually large store of legal knowledge. It will be remem- 
bered that the work referred to was reviewed in these pages 
when it first made its appearance. 



We have read with much interest Mr. J. J. H. Hamilton's 
pamphlet on " National Corporations," which is reprinted from 
the "University Law Review." 



We have received the following communication from a sub- 
scriber : 

Editor American Law Register and Review : 

Can any of the readers of the Register give me any informa- 
tion as to the whereabouts, within several years past, of William 
Cortland ? He had large business interests in different cities 
of Pennsylvania, and in the oil fields, several years ago. Any 
such information will be important to his relatives. 

Carl H. Beckham, Attorney, 

Toledo, Ohio. 



